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Images of Yilan Railway Centenary: Railway
Engineer Hikotaro Maehata's Photography

Hikotaro Maehata was born at Shizuoka Prefecture, Japan. His father, Kisaku
Kawabata, participated in the Taiwan railways construction in the early of
Japanese rules period. Hikotaro Maehata followed his father and served in
the Railway Bureau of Government-General of Taiwan from 1916 to 1927. He
held office as a supervisor of construction site of Ruifang Construction Office
of Yilan Railway in 1919 and was promoted as an engineer in December, 1920.

During the period of building Yilan Railway, he took many pictures of
construction, workers, and surroundings along Yilan Railway 100 years ago.
There are 140 rare and cherished photos preserved. In 2024, the centenary of
Yilan Railway, the exhibition brings audiences to vividly experience the
building works of Yilan Railway by presenting the selected photos about
stations, construction s of bridges and tunnels, famous scenic spots and
monuments, and ceremony of completion of Yilan Railway.



